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Indian agriculture stands as a pillar of the nation’s economy, supporting the livelihoods
of millions. Reports suggest that, as of 2023, the sector employs almost 42 percent of
people in the country. However, it faces formidable challenges that impede its progress

and hinder the farmers’ prosperity. One of the greatest hurdles lies in the extensive
Saideon Sobiiananl harvest and post-harvest phases of India’s agricultural landscape. This is largely owing

i to inadequate access to reliable market information, absence of supply and demand

forecasting, fragmented supply chains, scarcity of proper storage facilities, and the

overwhelming presence of intermediaries who devour the farmers’ profits.

However, solutions are on the horizon. While the lack of equipment and infrastructure
undoubtedly hampers progress, we must not underestimate the critical importance of
awareness and capacity-building among smallholder farmers. Empowering them with
knowledge and fraining on post-harvest handling and storage techniques will prove
pivotal in curbing food losses. Equipping farmers with skills in precise harvest timing,
effective crop drying methods, moisture management, and safe storage practices will
arm them with the tools needed to mitigate losses and protect their hard-eamed yields.

How are agriculture companies helping to make it more organized?




Agriculture companies have emerged as champions of change, working tirelessly to
reshape the landscape and bring organization and efficiency to farming. Their
contributions are nothing short of transformative, touching the lives of countless
farmers and propelling the sector toward a brighter future.

Encouraging ownership of resources

One of the key ways in which agriculture companies are driving positive change is by
actively promoting, financing, and supporting producer-owned and controlled
organizations. By empowering farmers to take ownership of their enterprises, these
companies foster a sense of pride and autonomy among agricultural communities.

They provide the necessary resources, guidance, and financial assistance to establish
and strengthen these organizations, ensuring that farmers have a collective voice and
the power to make informed decisions. This empowerment paves the way for improved
bargaining power, fairer prices, and greater control over the entire value chain,
resulting in increased farmer profitability.
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They facilitate credit and financial services, ensuring farmers have the necessary
capital to invest in their operations. Furthermore, they connect farmers with reliable
markets, enabling them to showcase their produce, negotiate fair prices, and engage in
value addition activities that enhance the profitability of their products. Additionally
these companies provide them scientific storage techniques and facilities which at
times become the cornerstone for enhancing farmers credit profile as most of the
Banks backed by such Collateral management companies extend healthy liability lines
to such produce owners. These holistic services help empower farmers, foster
sustainability, and create a thriving ecosystem that benefits all stakeholders.

What does the future of agriculture look like?

The possibilities are awe-inspiring. Despite its contribution to the gross domestic
product (GDP) diminishing slightly, agriculture and allied sectors continue to exert
influence, accounting for 20.2 percent of India’s gross value added (GVA) in 2020-21.
The industry remains a reliable source of livelihood for a staggering 58 percent of the
population (directly or indirectly), underscoring its crucial role in driving rural
development and social upliftment.

As we gaze into the crystal ball, we envision a future where agriculture flourishes,
armed with enhanced storage and supply-chain facilities. We will no longer witness the
distressing spectacle of 20 percent of our fruits and vegetables succumbing to waste
due to the inadequacies of our current systems. Instead, a wave of change will sweep
the nation, ushering in transparent and observable supply chains that minimize food
losses and optimize resource utilization.

Cold storage facilities will multiply, acting as gateways to preserving the freshness and
quality of produce. Public-private collaborations will thrive, fostering a seamless
connection between government and private warehouses and ensuring the efficient
distribution of agricultural output. Through these advancements, the age-old challenge
of balancing supply with demand will be met head-on, bringing stability to prices and
alleviating the burdens farmers and consumers bear.

Bottomline




The future of Indian agriculture is rife with possibilities. It beckons us to forge ahead
with determination, embracing innovation, and reimagining possibilities. By collectively
addressing the challenges of harvest and post-harvest losses, fostering farmer
education and capacity-building, and adopting the transformative power of agriculture
companies, we can pave the way for a vibrant future. A future where the bounty of
Indian agriculture flourishes, farmers thrive, and the nation rejoices in the bountiful
harvests that sustain its growth and prosperity.
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